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1. WE READ WITH INTEREST USNATO'S PRELIMINARY THOUGHTS 
ON STRENGTHENING THE NPG. AS WASHINGTON ADDRESSES THIS 
SUBJECT, WE HOPE IT WILL KEEP IN MIND THE CONTINUOUS - 

IF FRUSTRATING - NEED TO FIND SOME WAY TO ASSOCIATE 
FRANCE WITH NATO'S CONSIDERATION AT SENIOR POLITICAL 
LEVEL OF ALLIANCE NUCLEAR STRATEGY. FRANCE'S GROWING 
STOCKPILE OF OPERATIONAL TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS MAKES 
THIS NEED ALL THE MORE PRESSING, WHILE FRANCE’S CURRENT 
NUCLEAR STRATEGY DOES NOT REDUCE OUR SENSE OF FRUSTRA- 
TION. IN ALL CANDOR, WE CANNOT REPORT ANY HINT OF 
FRENCH WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WORK OF THE NPG 
AT THE PRESENT TIME. THIS DOES NOT, HOWEVER, DIMINISH 
THE NEED TO FIND SOME WAY OF ESTABLISHING A PRAGMATIC 
LINK BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE NPG - A LINK WHICH NEED NOT 
PROVIDE THE FRENCH WITH THE BENEFITS OF NPG MEMBERSHIP 
WITHOUT CHARGING THEM THE MEMBERSHIP FEE, BUT WHICH 
COULD STRIKE A MORE SATISFACTORY BALANCE ON THIS THORNY 
ISSUE THAN WE HAVE ACHIEVED IN THE PAST. 

2. SPECIFICALLY, IT SEEMS TO US THAT US NATO'S PROPOSAL 
FOR REGIONAL SUB-GROUPS (REFTEL PARA 4) MIGHT PROVIDE 
OVER THE LONG TERM AN OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH A WORKING 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FRANCE AND A CENTRAL REGION SUB- 
GROUP, PARTICULARLY GIVEN THE RATHER FLEXIBLE STRUCTURE 
THAT US NATO SEEMS TO HAVE IN MIND. WHILE IT IS IMPOS- 
SIBLE TO PREDICT WITH ANY SENSE OF ASSURANCE TODAY 
WHETHER THE FRENCH - AT ANY LEVEL, POLITICAL OR MILI- 
TARY - WOULD BE ATTRACTED TO SOME SORT OF RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SUCH A REGIONAL SUB-GROUP. TIME AND CHANGING CIR- 
CUMSTANCES MAY PLAY TO OUR ADVANTAGE. CONSEQUENTLY, WE 
SUGGEST THAT WASHINGTON EXAMINE USNATO'S REGIONAL SUB- 
GROUPS INITIATIVE NOT ONLY FROM THE COGENT POINT OF 

VIEW SUGGESTED BY THE MISSION, BUT ALSO FROM THE POINT 
OF VIEW OF THE POTENTIAL "BONUS" IT PROVIDES IN CREATING 
A POSSIBLE FRANCE-NPG POLITICAL LINK. 
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